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State officials discuss parkway design options with public

Construction on parkway improvements could start in 2028

Continued from Page 1

“The New York Power Authority
actually owns a lot of the land upon
which the parkway sits. It's a com-
bination ownership between State
Parks and the Power Authority,”
he explained

Tronolone said the original park-
way construction was part of the
NYPA Lewiston project back in
1962 and its continuing upgrades
includes input from the federal
government plus state and local
interests.

“The parkway itself is part of
the state parkway system and was
created in the 1950s and ’60s,” he
said. “The (original) Robert Mo-
ses Parkway was a fourlane ex-
pressway that ran from the Grand
Island Bridge all the way up to
Youngstown-Porter. And the calls
for its removal started within a de-
cade of it being completed.”

Tronolone explained the state’s
corrective actions on the parkway
began in the early 1980s with work
on the southern segment (phase I)
from the Grand Island bridges to
Niagara Falls State Park. He said
state officials have pursued mul-
tiple projects and plans toward a
desired removal and reconfigura-
tion of the parkway from 1990 to
current day.

A 2000 pilot project completed
by DOT reduced the original four
lanes of parkway to two lanes, with

Breaded IBaked, or Ber

-Bah‘ered‘“
Choice of Potato, COIeslaw Roll

two-way vehicle access along the
southern segment, augmented by
a trails system where the original
traffic lanes were situated. The
second phase in the northern zone
removed all parkway lanes from
Main Street to Findlay Drive at De-
Veaux Woods State Park and was
completed in 2020.

From Findlay Drive toward Cen-
ter Street in Lewiston, the parkway
features the one road, two-way
vehicle configuration, with a river
trail, before switching back to four
lanes past the NYPA operations
above the hill. It continues in this
current arrangement toward Cen-
ter Street.

Tronolone said DOT has contin-
ually studied traffic impacts from
earlier parkway design changes
and found the traffic impact to be
minimal.

“We really didn’t have a big traf-
fic movement along this four-lane
expressway,” he said.

Total daily traffic impact is under
5,000 cars per day. “That’s a tenth
of what runs of the 190. There are
sections of the 190 that get north
of 50,000 cars per day.”

Tronolone said traffic studies
found that adjoining roads — Route
104 and others — “operate at an ac-
ceptable level of service right now.
And even if you added all the trips
on the parkway (in this study),
you really wouldn’t have an impact
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from a daily commuting (scenar-
io).”

“From a mere traffic standpoint
there was never really a need for
a four-lane expressway (in the first
place),” he said.

As far as phase III, from Findlay
Drive from Center Street, consul-
tant John Hubert, project manager
of Colliers Engineering and De-
sign, and staffer Kim Baptiste, dis-
cussed what'’s ahead for this sec-
tion, as three design alternatives
from the original six plans were
presented.

“Things are all open here,” Hu-
bert said. “We’re not starting from
ground zero; we're trying to build
on from (our initial planning).
There’s a lot or reevaluation that
we'll need to do - the traffic, the
environmental, the connectivity
to neighborhoods, other points of
interest. But we're trying to carry
forward the original ideas that
were generated 10 years ago (from
phase II).”

Hubert said phase III does not |

include any changes on the Ni-
agara Scenic Parkway from Center
Street north, telling visitors that
section remains in the state’s long-
range planning.

“I just wanted to reinforce it
does not include the portion of
the parkway north that goes to
Youngstown,” he emphasized.
“That’s not included in this present
project.”

Hubert said a main difference in
the phase III design versus phase
I is there are no plans for work on
the adjoining streets as was done
previously with Whirlpool Street in
phase II.

He noted the Greenway Com-
mission is funding elements of the
phase III design study and told at-
tendees, “There’s no monies iden-
tified yet for final design or for con-
struction at this point.”

Of phase III, he added, “We're
going to be looking at connectivity
(with NYPA, Niagara University,
plus the four state parks along the
route); with the neighborhoods;
traffic, points of interest, aesthet-
ics, environmental. We'll be start-
ing with these three base alterna-
tives and building from that and
there could be modifications.”

Hubert said the NYPA corridor
is being advanced as “a separate
project. It's been determined (the
three traffic lanes over the NYPA
dam) are at the end of (their) use-
ful life. NYPA is working on plans
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to replace the decks on those
bridges.”

He said NYPA’s traffic stud-
ies would assist state planners as
phase III designs move ahead.

Hubert said the three alterna-
tive designs under consideration
from six initially presented would
involve some use of the existing
northbound lanes in a two-way ar-
rangement.

e Alternative 3 — Continuing re-
use of the existing parkway lane
setup from Findley Drive through
Devil's Hole State Park to the
NYPA area, then reverting to two
traffic lanes to Center Street.

“It’s basically extending the pilot
project (of phase II) and continu-
ing the full length of the (phase
III) project corridor as a two-lane
road,” he said.

e Alternative 4 — A meandering
park road with a partial removal
and a continuing trail to Center
Street.

“It's a smaller-scale park road
that would not be continuous,”
Hubert said. “It would run from
Findlay up to Devil's Hole State
Park, and then pick up again from
Upper Mountain Road up to Cen-
ter Street. It would skip over the
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